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Big Meadows Highlights

Wednesday, October 31, some staff and residents dressed up for Halloween. Pictured left to
right back row: Lois Moore, witch; Pat Boomgarden, witch; Christa Darr, crazy cat lady; Lisa
Johnson, pirate (1st place); Sherri Chrest, ghost (2nd place); Michelle Boyer, hippie; and
Jaime Zastrow, static electricity (3rd place). And the front row left to right: Cathy Stasch,
one of the blues brothers; Artie Branson, Inez Barr, and Rosie Woolam, the other brother.

Trick-or-Treat fun
Big Meadows held trick-or-treating for the community on Sunday,
October 30 during Savanna’s trick-or-treat hours. We had over 100
kids and kids at heart come through the doors for some candy. The
residents love seeing the children dressed up in their costumes and
getting to pass out candy to them.
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Big Meadows Announcements
Our annual resident Christmas party
will be held Friday, December 21st
at 2 p.m. in the dining room. We
will be having a cookie buffet and
families are encouraged and invited
to attend. And if you’d like to bring
some cookies for the party, please
sign up in the front office.
Christmas dinner will be served at 11:30 a.m. in the
main dining room on Tuesday, December 25th.

Please RSVP by December 17 by calling
815.273.2238 with the number of guests. Up to 4

guests per resident please.
The menu will include: baked
ham, green bean casserole,
sweet potatoes, corn bread
stuffing, creamed peas, dinner
rolls, and pie.

December Birthdays
Residents:
26 Dorothy Hatteberg
26 Suzanne Atherton
31 Artie Branson
Staff:
05 Beth Gundlach
08 Carla Siegwarth
11 Courtney Gilman
19 Catherine Schork
20 Janice Majors
20 Ashley Nepean
27 Erika Gonyier
Please welcome to Big Meadows:
Wilbert Spencer - October
Dorothy Hatteberg - October
Terry Mattison - October
Audrey Struckman - October
Suzanna Atherton - October
Bernadine Tenley - October
Wilma Mischnick - October
Kathleen Johnson - November

Reminders:
+Please make sure your loved one has a
warm coat, gloves and hat for winter
outings, as weather permits.
+Please mark any new clothing a resident
may get for Christmas or anything new
brought in.
+Holiday season activities are subject to
change due to special groups visiting.
Changes will be posted on facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
bigmeadows.nursinghome

Festival of Trees
Big Meadows will have two trees at
the Festival of Trees in downtown
Savanna again this year. The
resident tree has an Alzheimer’s
theme and is titled,
‘Cherishing Memories.’
And the staff tree is a
Santa Claus tree. Stop
down to see them and
vote for your favorite,
while on display
December 1-9th!

Veteran’s Day 2012
Veteran’s Day was observed on Monday, November 12, 2012 during Big Meadows’
monthly community coffee. We hard a recording of the National Anthem performed by
Michelle Boyer’s daughter, Hannah Boyer. Those attending recited the Pledge of
Allegiance and a Veteran’s Day tribute was read. Residents being honored were: Lee
Potter, Robert Walker, Clifford Nordwell, Dorothy Kier, Earl Klippert, John Williams,
Dennis O’Neal, Judy Cayard, William Klemme, and Raymond Cooper. Thank you to each
of you for your service to our country!

The flag and medals
of honor were
brought in by Pat
Boomgarden and Lois
Moore. These two
memorable pieces
were their father’s.

Furry Friends Visit
11-7-2012

Wednesday, November 7,
Furry Friends petting zoo
came to visit Big Meadows.
The residents got to hold, pet
or see a Shetland pony, an
albino skunk, rabbits, a dog,
and birds. The residents and
staff had a great time!

Resident of the Month - December

~Dana Petty~
Dana Petty was born April 7, 1914 and grew up near Russell, IA on
the family farm. Her family then moved to Chariton, IA, where her
father was from and they had family and friends there. She had
two brothers named Forest and John McVey, who are
deceased and a sister still living, named Diane. Dana’s father, Creed McVey, was
Scottish and played the fiddle; Dana learned some traditional dances through him. Her
father died very young. Dana and her husband, Wayne were married in 1941 and helped
to raise her younger sister, because her mother ran a nursing home after her father
passed away. Dana only worked a short time during the war at a glove factory doing the
payroll, because Wayne didn’t want her to work outside of the home, so she then baked
pies for a local restaurant. She became very involved in Girl scouts, serving as troop
leaders for Brownies, Juniors, Cadets and Senior scouts (all through her daughter Chris’
years in scouting). Chris is their only child and shares the same birthday as Dana!
Dana’s daughter was a surprise, as they thought they could never have children and her
husband wanted their daughter named “Chris,” because to them, she was their
Christmas present. Dana had another choice of Melissa. Their daughter was called
Chris until she started school and Dana told the school her name was Melissa and that is
the name most everyone used, except Wayne. So according to Dana’s
daughter, Dana got “the last word in.”
Dana loves roses and her favorite color is blue. She was a very crafty lady,
making quilts, afghans, crocheting, embroidering and tatting lace. She loved
to sew and made most of her child’s clothing. Knitting is something Dana
never learned, as she is left handed and had a difficult time. She passed on
her talents to her daughter Melissa, or should we call her “Chris?” Dana and Wayne
loved children and would take in several of their nieces and nephews. They would never
turn a child away that needed help. Dana comes from
very traditional values and was a stay
at home mother. According to her daughter, they were a
bit “strict,” which is something Chris is grateful for. Dana
lived through the Depression times and learned to be
frugal and live modestly. Dana taught her daughter how to
bake homemade breads, noodles and of course, pies.
Dana never went for the “store bought” stuff. She took
excellent care of her home and supper was always on the
table when Wayne got home from work.
After retirement, Dana and Wayne took their RV and became “snowbirds” traveling to
Texas every winter, until they could no longer make the drive. Dana’s life has been full,
as presented by her daughter’s recollections. We are privileged to have Dana as part of
our Big Meadows family.
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From the residents and staff at
Big Meadows and Pinnacle Place
Big Meadows
1000 Longmoor Ave.
Savanna, IL 61074

Pinnacle
Place
1125 N. 5th Street

